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THE TECH OF LOVING 


I've fielded a number of compliments in my 
life, but none please me so much as those which 
compliment me on the relationship Carol and I 
share. It is what I work at the hardest and talk 
about the least. I talk about it so little, in 
fact, that some people have thought it was luck, 
or fate, or some inborn talent, or maybe magic. 
BS. It was just hard work. It's still hard work. 
But I say with pride that it is the finest thing 
I nave ever done, or will ever do. 


consider 
us) that science fiction 
people are social misfits. If that's true, then I 
wear it proudly. Being a social misfit these days 
is largely a matter of not being In Style. 
Certain of us seem to be born either unable or 
unwilling to be In Style. But since being In 
Style these days means empty posturing, phony 
intellectual nihilism, and furious, uncaring 
balling while guarding your own ass so hard it 
Squeaks, then I think we haven't lost very much. 


I've heard it said (by morons who 
themselves better than 


What Carol and I have done is carefully, 


methodically, systematically constructed a 
relationship which we believe will stand against 
anything. "Love" has become so devalued a word 


that I hate to use it; what we have seems so much 
better. But love it is, and this issue I would 
like to talk a little bit about how it's done. 


I speak solely from the male point of view. I 
was raised male, and GT is still a predominantly 
male organization. But what I say is equally 
applicable to women, and I invite the women of GT 
to correct me if I'm wrong. 


Rule #1: Love Grows Out Of Friendship. No 
exceptions. The woman you ball the same day you 
meet her may be many things, including a lot of 
fun and good in bed, but she is not yet your 
friend. I've seen a number of relationships start 
on a spark of pure sexual combustion, but unless 
the participants developed a friendship between 
them they didn't last six months on the outside. 
And what is friendship? Only this: friendship is 
caring about another person whether or not there's 
anything in it for you. Naturally, this feeling 
must extend in both directions if friendship is to 
grow. 


There's a highly successful way of making and 
xeeping friends of the opposite sex, but you 


makeout artists may not like it much. Put sex 
aside. Completely. Seal your sexuality in a 
Mason jar and stash it in the root cellar for 
awhile. It won't go away, I promise you. And 


when you let it out again, you may find it's a lot 
easier to control. Jumping on a woman's body with 
sexual innuendo dripping off every seam of your 
jeans is the world's finest way to be thought an 
insufferable asshole. And it's nardly the way to 
make points with women. 


That done, establish communication. This 
consists of intelligent speaking, and intelligent 
listening. Both. Damn few science fiction people 
need instruction on how to phrase a concept in 
good spoken English. I've met quite a number who 
could learn a little about listening. If you 
can't listen to what someone is saying, you don't 
“gare about what is said, so friendship stops right 
there. Care about what she says. Weigh it in 
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your mind. See where the ideas come from. Notice | 
biases, real cognition, and flights of 
imagination. See where you agree and disagree, 


but do more. See why you disagree. Ask for more 
information. Finally, carefully, give your. own 
analysis of what she's said, but always keep her 
basic idea at the focus. Don't merely use her 
ideas as a stage to trot more of your own ideas 
out for display. Through it all, strive to be 
genuinely interested in what she's thinking and 
how she thinks. A lot of people these days forget 
or never experience the tremendous charge it is to 
truly discover where a person is coming from. 
It's worth shifting your center of attention 
outside yourself. 


At this point you have the basics of a _ good 
platonic friendship. Practice giving, with no 
fish-hooks attached. Each of us has something we 
can do for others. Find out what you can offer, 
and offer it freely. It might be the back seat of 
your car, use of your electric typewriter, an 
explanation of calculus, or just a kind heart and 
a knack for empathy. Do it for its own sake. 
It's fun. It makes friends. And you will find 
people offering you what they have on the same. 
terms, 


Is Multidimensional. A 
holds 
That's 
Touching can be 


Rule #2: Touching 
pernicious little quirk in American culture 
that all touching has a sexual component. 
not true, nor is it that simple. 
communication. It is also a great human need, 
above and apart from sexual consequences. Learn 
to touch unselfishly. That means touching a 
person to fill her needs rather than yours. A 
good starting point is using touch to communicate 
empathy. Clasped hands, or a hand on the arm, can 
tell a woman that you're "with" her in a difficult 
conversation. It can also communicate sympathy or 
encouragement at times better than words. 


Touching demands that you respect a person's 
privacy. There are moods as well as places where 
a woman may not want to be touched. Learn to read 
the signs, and go by them. A touch may be similar 


to a personal question. Sometimes it is 
appropriate, sometimes not. Knowing which is 
which is the great skill of friendship. Forcing 


your touch on a woman is likely to get you avoided 
like the plague. 


Carrying a friendship upward from touching 
toward sex is very tricky business. Many 
friendships just can't support that kind of 


closeness. If a woman declines sexual advances, 
don't push it. Pursue the friendship as a 
friendship, and a sexual relationship may evolve~™ 
in time, with gentleness and empathy. Then again, 
it may not. I have many very close friendships 
that sex. would simply destroy. Irrelevant. 
Within the terms of the friendship I love deeply 
and am loved in return. Friendships tend to find 
their own level. Enjoy that level for what it is, 
and don't worry that it didn't become what you 
wanted it to. Like all else in life, a friendship 
is a compromise. 


Rule #3: Lose Jealousy. Jealousy usually 
isn't a problem until a sexual component develops 
in a friendship. And then, it can make people do 
the damndest things. But it has nothing at all to 
do with sex; it springs wholly from insecurity. 


GENERAL TECHNICS is an organization of 
fannish techies (and not techish 
fannies, as some wiseass reported) 
who share data, resources, and 
experience in pursuit of a good time 
and occasional profit. The group 
meets mainly at cons, hamfests, and 
private Berserker Weekends 

MEMBERSHIP is terribly difficult to 
obtain. you must somehow scrape up 
a number of 15¢ stamps, and then at 
great effort write a letter explain- 
ing what your qualifications as a 
techie are to 


JEFF DUNTEMANN 
301 Susquehanna Road 


Rochester, NY 14618 


including those stamps, If the 
abovementioned person can read 
your handwriting you are an 
APPRENTICE TECHIE and entitled to call 
yourself a member of General Technics, 
You will also receive 
PYROTECHNICS until your stamps run out. 
~ Renewal of membership is synonymous 
with sending more stamps. If you 
decide to quit, we will use one of 
your stamps to send the rest back to 
you, If you're nuts enough to want 
to become a 
SECRET MASTER UV TECHNOLOGY (SMUT) 
you had better write to 


Tullio Proni 
530 West Walnut 
Kalamazoo MI 49007 


because I don't have anything to do 
with it, 

ANYTHING ELSE, ask me, I may not know 
but I guess better than anybody else 
around here, 


Jealousy is the fear that Someone Else is going to 
"take" your friend away from you. Throttle back 
for a moment and think about that. A woman 
,becomes your friend because she chooses to. 
Something about you appeals to her. She may 
choose to end the relationship as well. You can't 
prevent that by building a wall around her, or by 
beating her over the head with a guilt trip. The 
only way to prevent termination of a relationship 
is by keeping what made it work to begin with. 
That means working as hard during every moment of 
the relationship as you worked when you began it. 
No coasting allowed. Too many men consider 
marriage a sort of mortgage; they take title to a 
woman and she is "his" no matter what he does or 
fails to do. To them, marriage is a license not 
to try anymore. Under those circumstances, it 
doesn't surprise me at all that one of three 
marriages disintegrates into splinters of jealousy 
embedded in a substrate of pain. No one can 
"take" a lover away from you if your relationship 
is truly alive and healthy. 


An old cornball adage goes: If you want to 
know if something (or someone) is yours, set it 
free. If it returns to you it will always be 
yours; if it fails to return it was never yours in 
the first place. Lets of truth im that. It's 
unrealistic to expect never to feel jealousy, and 
difficult in the extreme never to act on it. But 
you must smother it under whatever you. can Find, 
or it will rule you. 


Ten years ago this July, I met a woman at a 
silly church function. I followed the guidelines 
outlined above. She became my friend, my 
confidant, my lover, and finally my wife. We have 
been careful to give each other our freedom, and 
in doing so cemented a strong relationship into 
one that will last until our deaths. It works, 
people. 


To sum up: Be a friend first. 
Be gentle. 

Listen. 

Care about what you hear. 

Touch carefully. 

Respect her privacy. 
Compromise. 

When you fail, ask forgiveness. 
When she asks forgiveness, forgive. 
Let her be free. 

Tell her she's pretty. 

And never, never stop trying. 
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JAMES DELONGPRE 


was born anc raised (more or Jess) in “rand kenids 
Michinan. Life was downriaht Aull until the 
seventh grade when, hevina nothina better to An, 72 
pickee unr one of my brother's Heinlein hooks ane 
got myself hooked on SF. Then the next veer mv 
Enalish teacher assigned The Hobhit for a nol 
report an? I've been hooked on fantesy ever since. 
Then, after graduating from hiah school and Grane 
Rapies Junior Colleae with an A.S. dearee (which 
is qood for wiping your A.S. if you run out of 
T.P.) I journeyed up here to Michigan Tech and met 
a strange person named Todd Johnson in one of my 
classes and he had this newsletter caller 
Pyrotechnics anc, upon seeina my eyes lioht um. 
when hearing of all the aoinqs-on of the aroup, he 
invited me to join. being very busy and knowine 
nothing ebout electronics, I id very little else 


of note that year. Fut then the new year arrivee, 
and with it came ‘windycon v (it even. rhymes. 
Almost.) So now I'm aoing to huile me somethine 
to see if I can make en LEP blink. If this 


succeeds, I'll make a rabot out of my mother's ol¢ 
vacuum cleaner. (Step Three is walkina on water, 
Jim. But it's a biq one.--Ed.) 


BARRY GEHM 


was born on November 9, 1955, pickina un my first 


set of scars in the process (no, not my navel.) I 
Spent the first three years of my life on the 
outskirts of Metropolis, I). (He means, of 


course, the Galactic Capitel--Fe.) My earliest 
memories are of the little red-heafee sir) down 
the road, and the beautiful view our house haar of 
the cemetery. (Through most of my life I have 
lives in houses overlookina cemeteries. This is 
not so much a reflection of @ cravina for auviet 
neiqhborhooes or a morhid taste in playmates so 
much as @ reflection of my father's profession: 
minister. So was Mark Twain's.) 


I went to first arade in Collinsville IL, 
second through eleventh in Okawville IL end 
graduated from HK igh school in Lebanon Il.. 
(Disclaimer: most of these towns are verv. small 
and all of them are a qoc? three hunéree miles 
from Chicaao, of which not all of JIllinois is e 


suburt). When in ar-ée school I Aiscovered a 


passion for science and later for science fiction. 
I spent my youth reading my dad's SF collection 
and smelling up the basement, learnina to dodae 
flying qlass fraqments and inhalina posisonous 
vapors. 


In school I was a studious nonconformist 


(i.e., immediately suspect) although during my 
junior year my native charm surfaced and I ceased 
aetting hi’. I even hecame marginally popular. 


Ah, youth... 


In 1972 1 enrolled at the University of 
Illinois. In 1976 I emerged with a BS in 
biochemistry and chemistry clutched in my hand. 
Although many heroic and pointless deeds were done 
in this period, few of them have anything to do 
with techdom. Let it be said that I helped build 
and man a tennis ball cannon emplacement, 
collaborated on an invisible man movie, and beaan 
playing with computers. 


Then went to aqraduate school at Michigan State 
University, where I doscovered science fiction 
fandom and Renee Sieber. You can imagine my 
surprise. [I also met Bill Hiagi-s, the other half 
of the official GT wit, and his enormous spy 
network, Bill and I qo round and round and the 
music comes out here. It also comes out in 
CoEvolution Quarterly and Jerry Pournelle's space 
colony antholoaqy. The LS Sona, Mesklinite 
cartoons, the Flat Space Society, the Eqa of the 
Phoenix, Greasy Kid Stf, Procrasticon. If these 
names don't mean anything to you, just ask. 
Better yet, con't. (Platt!) Separately and WESTERFIELD 
together, Rill and Renee were part of these with 
me, and my two best friends in East Lansing Now 
Bill is at Fermilab in Chicaqo and Renee is at the 
House of Isher in Kalamazoo, and I miss them hoth. 
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IN SPACE: 2001 


SIR, T’M PICKING UPA 
DISTRESS SIGNAL FROM 
THE THIRD PLANET /N 
THIS STAR SESTEM . 


c per? Es 
HURR | 7AKE us To* 
THE SOURCE OF THAT } 
SIGNAL, THEY MAF 
BE IN TROUBLE. 


CAPTAINS LOG : 

STAR DATE 3247.94 

HAVE GONE BACK IN TIME VIA 
TIME/S PACE WARP 70 OBSERVE 
CERTAIN HISTORIC EVENTS . 


lode AS 
I DION’T MEAN FOR you 
TO TAKE US IN TAS CLOSE 


an. FEAR NOT CAPTAIN, WE ARE HERE TO 
OH, if "| [WIL USE MY MOUs 4B RESCUE YOU.. 
LOOKY! Ml yuncaw MIND MELDING . 
VISITORS! | ag TECHNIQUE, 72 COMIACT 


CAPTAIN , MY SCAVNER 1S 4 LOOK , CMDR. ADAMIT! |. 
REPORTING A RATHERUMEE | © ; ) IT’S. THE SHINING PLANET, 


G-TAG FLEET ENTERING 
THE SOLAR SYITEN Gu JUST LIKE You SAID! 


HEADING IN OUR DIRECTION. -VeG ef 7 TD WONDER IF WE'LL GET 


eet 


oh 6 re”, 


| MY SUPERIOR VULCAN 
‘| LOGIC TELLS ME THAT 
b| WE SHOULD NOT FIRE & 
S\ON THE FLEET, CAPTAIN. 


SREVERSE 


Y) THE PHASERS\ 
R1WJON '7 FIRE 

| WH/LE WE'RE Ff 
STUCK I 


i 
| THIS SNOW. | 
fo 


(H4LF: SPEED IS 


Wh ae 


THE G INFORMATION HANDBOOK 


By now everybody's gotten one, and more than 
two thirds of the GT questionnaires have come 
back. Enthusiasm for the idea has heen 
overwhelming, almost @ universal feeling of ‘Why 


didn't we do this a long time aqo?! 


"This" is the GT Information Handbook, a 
complete quide, if not to beina a techie, then at 
least to being in General Technics. The idea came 
up when Dave Alexander Nill Levine sent me a 
partial incex of PyroTechnics up to issue PVs 
minus the first three issues. It was marvelous, 
and showed a helluva lot of work, and was far too 
aqood to waste. He had done the compilation on a 
PDP-& prontram his feather wrote for -» research 
project. It's really areat, as you'll realize 
wnen you see it. It will enable vou to fine 
anything thet hes ever heen in Pyro from Nay }. 
(T tremble to think of the Back Issue requests I'm 
goinc to aet once this thine aets into your 
hands. .) 

With Dave's index as -e@ core, T sterter 
builcine on the idee. we started CT as ea techie 
backscratchina ecaency anyway--vou help me with my 
week points anf I'll help you with yours. Te 
very best way to do that is with personal 
correspondence not routee through some central 
agency (me) since I am only one man with only ten 
finaers and a wife who likes to see me once in a 
while. What we have to have is a Mob list 
including what people have to offer as techie 
backscratchers. 


And you will not believe what some people know. 


about. J have gotten several questionnaires hack 
with two typewritten sheets of expertise offered 
to the GT consciousness. tvery damned computer I 
ever heard of (plus a few new ones) has one or 
more GT adherents. Fvery branch of the physical 
and biologicel sciences seems to be pretty well 
covered, It's not surprisina that electronics is 
top dos, but sewing, cookina winemakina, and 
natural cheese are alsn includec. No matter what 
you want to know, somebody somewhere in GT should 
be able to cast some liaht on it. 

The views of my beloved sister Gretchen 
“Computers Are a Communist Plot" Van Dorn 
notwithstandina, the Handbook will also include a 
GT Home Computer Summary. What I want is e little 
description of every home computer in the GT 
family, how much ROM and RAM, what mass memory, 
what peripherals, what lannuases anda major 
software you have. If you have one or more home 
computers in your posession (no fair claiminn the 
CRAY-1 at work, you showoff!) send me the specs 
riqht away. Somebody else mey heve what you've 
been looking for. 


The last two issues of GT, as you have seen, 
heave been Special Guest issues, and I'm sure 
you'll agree, they've heen dynamite. The He @hook 
will have a detailed summary of how to but 
tocether e Pyro, with loads of helpful hints and 
encourasements. 


Bisons 


M ESKLINITE 
SHEPHERD 


im 


CAP, THE ENEWNES 
CAN NA TAKE MUCH MORE ! 


re 


2{ CAPM, I TOLD ye 


So, if . you've heen holeinga out senfinga that 
Questionnaire back because your lumhaao's heen 
acting ur, or beceuse your com need on it, or some 
other lame excuse, oaet your act together anda 
respond. If you lost the form, just jot down your 
current and school addresses, phone numbers, and 
whet you feel you'a like to answer auestions on. 
Send it to me posthaste. I'm serious about this 


being a membership reauirement of GT. Ya aotta 
pitch in. It's the only decent thina to do. 
ah, 
e 3 
Sap? 
The little item below and on page 5 was an 


announcement put together bv 
typesetting gear where he works. It announced a 
Chicago writers' conference, and is just toc 
damned fine to waste. 


Chuck Ott on the 


Are you the writer 
SciFiCo needs? 


The best in your field? Then SciFiCo may be the best for you. if 
you're a trained science fiction writer, with three to five years 
experience in all sub-genres and a steady work record, SciFiCo has 
a state-of-the-art job waiting for you. We’re hiring writers right now 
for time-travel stories, first-contact stories, anti-utopias, sword & 
sorcery and many other fields too numerous to mention. Manage- 
ment positions are also available. 


Hi, I’m Mike Dugan, Vice President for 
Creative Services at SciFiCo, the nation’s 
largest supplier of science fiction. I’ve 
got a good team now and I’m look- 
ing for my kind of person to add 
to it — people who, like me, have 
the kind of young, contemporary, 
with-it creativity we need. For 
example, I’m not wearing any 
underwear, and I brown-bag 
sprout sandwiches for lunch 
every day. 


If you’re looking for 
professional and per- 
sonal growth in a com- 
pany with a winning 
track record, a his- 
tory of innovation 

and the best medical 
and dental insurance 
in the industry, turn 
the page and have a 
closer look at SciFiCo. 


SciFiCo: Alternate Futures Today 
for a Better Future Tomorrow 


GiIGO 


FROM HENRY B. RUH (Publisher, ATV Magazine, PN Box 
1347, Ploominaton IN 47462)--Touche! I just read 
one of your disqustinaly funny issues of whatever 
you call your news/pun letter. whatever. I 
enjoyed your rip on ARRL/Wavne Green. Having heen 


involved with both fot about 1A years, and 
corresponded heavily with others who have heen 
ripped by both. Your prose on WARC is 


unfortunately not entirely correct since it 
reflects only Mr. Creen's noint of view written I 
suspect more to sell magazines and shake up the 
troops than from any point of honest evaluation of 
what will happen next fall] in Geneva. 1) One 
must remember that avne was once a muckvemnck 
with ARPL, and is a life member. He split when he 
recoanized the rhetorical bullshit that ARRL 
foqies were handina down was not to further ham 
radio, but to further ARRL. Shame, because they 
coulc have done a better job of both. ARRL is at 
the hack of the tech pack, with old ideas and an 
eye toward profit at any cost, to spend more .on 
profit makina. Green is also @ money-hunory 
person who wants to sell maqazines. He couldn't 
make much (when he edited) CO, which is still in 
5usiness, ane his forte was RTTY and ATV. 
(Racdioteletvpe end Amateur Television) Mostly 
RTTY. After a stint (ecritina) CO he qot pissed 
off at (its publisher) Cowan, and created 73. I 
could tell you most of the sordid story of how 
byte was made and stolen, but not in print! 
(Sigh. So everyhoady says. I sunnose it's common 
knowledge he lost it as part of his divorce 
settlement, but I'd love to know the rest.--Fe.) 
Tt ain't nice! Green wants hucks, biq hucks, and 
recoqnizes accuratoly where the qrowth areas are, 
en? exploits them for whatever he can qet. Great 
American Dream “achine if ever there was one. 
Green was a ‘eleqate to the last qeneral WARC 
(1959) in which no one was Prepared, 
Consecuently, we all qot our oxes qored. This 


We’re visiting Bulk Editing Plant No. 3, the newest of SciFiCo’s 
six editing mills and the largest non-union employer in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 


Here, palletized Raw Crude Science Fiction (RCSF) arrives from our 
suppliers all over the five-state area. In a series of steps directed from 
our computerized Process Control Center, each batch of RCSF is 
converted into publishable form by boiling it down to approximately 
half its initial wordage. Nothing is wasted: the “prompt industrial 
scrap” generated here is sold to the confession and detective story 
industries. 


After keystroke capture and composition, the science fiction is 
printed, chopped into 192-page segments and bound and boxed 
for the retail market. ‘ 


Let’s pull a finished novel from the conveyor belt and examine it. 
Ah, it’s this month’s best seller, Only One Earthman Can Save The 
Galaxy Now. Because the book is discounted, I can’t reveal the 
nationally-famous author’s name, but you'd recognize him in a 
minute. 


It’s a fascinating book, the haunting story of a character, in con- 
text, with a problem, whose efforts to resolve the problem are in- 
creasingly revelatory but unsuccessful. Finally, of course, the 
character solves the problem and receives a reward validating his 
worth and the importance of the problem. 


That ’s the kind of hard-hitting, relevant, low-shelf-life science fiction 
we like to see here at SciFiCo. 


time we are better off, with cood prenaration. As 
amember of the FCC WARC committee since it was 
formed, and now its exec. secretary, I feel I have 
sone knowledqe of what is saoina on. Hams will 
again get aqored, not hecause of any level or 
preparedness, ‘ut hecause we are politically and 
economically unimportant. These are the criteria 
which will determine who gets what and why. Thus, 
all the technical preparation in the world will 
not save ham radio, nor will Green's ple-s and 
domesaying in WS we are well prepared 
domestically. aA Tot of effort went into the 
amateur “ARC recommencations mv committee provided 


to the FCC. Even more effort went into 
international relations on the part of the ARRL, 
which larqely talked other (foreign) amateur 


groups into supporting the US positions. Thus we 
should have little intraqaroup problems and can 
concentrate on the intergroup problems. I suspect 
we will lose a part of the 49 meter band, and most 
likely it will be shifted downward about 1° Khz. 
8a may be a close call, although the military 
likes the hams where they are, a plus for us. 
Shortwave broadcasting will cut into military 
Frecuencies mors than non-military, so our real 
problem will he keeping our freqs from the 
military, which will try and move in or the 
nearest hand to what they lose to hroadcast. 
Shortwave broadcast is not nonular in South 
America. Only in the 3rd world and commie asshole 
countries where they think that the Americans and 
Europeans will listen to and helieve their commie 
shit, which we don't and won't. The (!SSR just 
bought 24 new SHfKW, that's half a meaawatt, which 
they will undoubtedly couple to antennas of at 
least 14 4B gain, for a 5 meqawatt ERP signal, to 
pump more jive commie shit in Enqlish around the 
world. Undoubtedly, at least 2 of these will be 
near the 7 Mhz band, and possibly inside it. 
Since the USSR doesn't give a shit about 
international agreements, we can do little to kick 
them out either. Next time remember who is 


Want to be part of the cutting edge of the literature for the ‘Eighties 
and beyond? Remember, SciFiCo has nowhere to go but up! 


In the Midwest area, contact the Windy City SF Writers’ Workshop. 
They’re sort of our minor league. 


The next Windy meeting will be: 
Saturday, February 10, 1979, at 1:00 pm 
in the same old place: Dick Kearns’ house, which is: 


7769 Nordica 
Niles, IL 60648 


Rides can be arranged, and if you reply before January 27, 
you get a special Promptness Prize — a map showing how 
to get there. Send your naively enthusiastic replies to Chuck 
Ott, Box 1480, Chicago, IL 60690 or call me in the evenings 
at 276-1219. 


selling them the hareware too. It ein't Mexico or 
Canede! I think the State Dept shorld put @ lock 
on our Sellina hardware to be used anainst us, 
even on the airwaves. That's enouch for now. If 
you want more info, drop me @ note. 


(Thanks for writing, Henry. I can't add much to 
that. wy views on 3rd world politicking are a 
goo deal less printable than yours. We will 
simply have to wait and see. In @ way I almost 
hope the 2?re@ worle€ turn WARC into So much of @ 
circus that the Western nations will withdraw an? 
let them diddle themselves silly in @ corner all 
their own. Shortwevers cor't respect hand plans 
right now, so there should be little eifference if 
we iqnore them. Let me pluc Henry's maacazine 
here; it's @ helluva raaq for TY freaks in the han 
world, and let me double-reiterate that every 
techie oughta have a ham license. In any case, if 
the 3rc world does gobble down the ham bands with 
nary a scrap left over, I have a few ideas of 
a...delicate nature, which JI will not commit to 
print. Buttonhole me at the next con and we'll 
have @ privete seminar on possibilities relating 
to future radio communications...if you aqet my 
GPL tin sa) 


FROM MARK EVANS=--...2 new 
interest has heen incorporated in Columbus. 
S.Be Be Ae, Inc, of which I am a founder, plans to 
rent radio equipment, and possibly other stuff, to 
conventions. Anyone who has ever worked for a 
worldcon car testify as te how important aood 
redio equipment cen he. AS near as we can 
determine, S.H.E.A. Inc. is the only pleve to 


company of fannish 


rent such ecuipment on a short-term hasis. The 
equipment will be available to worlecons, 
recional, local, and non-SF conventions. We 
Should have the ecuipment aveilable at Marcon if 
anyone wants to look at it. If anvone wants 
information about our services, they should write 
to me. 


(Hey, Mark, you didn't tell us what the acronym 


Stands for! That's not feir! In any case, 1 
recommend Stan°ard 2-way FM radios, which are 
available for the business hane, I have an 


amateur version of the model, and have beat the 
living hell out of it for three years without any 
ill effect. I'd like to know more ehout your 
operation, wheat radios you have, your prices, 
things like that. The publicity sure couldn't 
hurt, ane? it's operations like vours which snpawner 
the original @F conr ent, | 
FROW RKOXANYE MPT DA]|=] er 
membership in thet oreat 
stupendous--EFad.) 
General Technics. 


writina to 
(arate?) (arait?) (Try 
organization known on Ferth as 
About my "“sualifications": 


request 


1) I can plua in @ Z¥ radio ane chance liaht bulbs. 


2) I'm cute. 
3) I'm female (or most of the time anyway.) 
4) I'm reasonable at the following: 

a. Needlepoint 

bh, Macaroni casseroles 

¢. Black kussians 

Gd. Disrantlina small appliances 

Ss ae UR 


5) Next guarter I will be aetting three new 
roomies which are already memhers. (This 
is an act of self preservation.) (And also 
one of great courese--Fd.) 

6) I'm completely insane. (The three roomies are 


Al Duester, Todd Johnson, and Bob Trembley.) 


(well, Roxanne, welcome to the monkey house. ne 
have to admit, you do know how to met on mv good 
side. Keen an eye on those guys, -nd watch out 


for IC's in your hee. They're not es scary as 
froas, but they're pointier. And once I list your 


qualifications in the General Technics Information 


Handbook. expect a number of inauiries about 
your...um.) 
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CMOS FONTEMA 


Who'll be the first to build a  Zabriskan 
fontema with more brains than a Zabriskan fonteme? 


A brand new member of GT who encountered us at 
Iggy, Charles Galway, wrote to suggest a whole new 
type of robot, with body slung between two old 
bicycle wheels. He thought it was a basically 
silly idea, but after a few moments’ thought, I 
decided it was anything but. 


Such a robot could not tip over. The wheels 
are driven independently at the rims, and if 
something impedes the rotation of the wheels, the 
robot body will tend to "climb" up the wheels and 
possibly invert itself. (Assuming very strong 
motors.) This is easily avoided by setting up one 
or more mercury switches such that power is cut 
off to the motors when the orientation of the main 
body deviates from vertical by some number of 
degrees. 

If you'll look at the diagram, you'll find 
that this configuration strongly resembles the 
brainless, lovable Zabriskan fontema from Doc 
Smith's Lensman series, the creature which was so 
dumb it became a synonym for brainlessness. GT 
robot technology has become sufficiently 


sophisticated to put all the necessary works in a 
small body scarcely twice as large as a car 
battery. 


Advantages? The soft inflatable tires provide 
an automatic bumper to keep collisions from 
becoming too painful. It could roll over curbs 
and holes without tipping or even becoming 
terribly rattled. It would look silly as hell 
with an LED face in front and a waggly little 
radio antenna tail in back. I think it's a 
marvelous design. 


Ok, who's gonna build it? 


(Editor's Late Addendum--Kod Smith wrote to me 
a few weeks later with virtuallv the same idee. 
Eis fontema nad a stabilizer arm ahead and behing 
to prevent "body climb" or oscillations. I1 fear, 
however, that these stabilizers would be prone to 
bending and breaking on curbs and things. Best to 
do without. Also, anv numder of people have 
written to suggest using bicvcle brake mechanisms 
as robot hands. The linkage should work well in 
such an application; however, tne springs on bike 
Drakes are almighty strong, and I would suggest 
removing them and replacing tnem with a home-brew 


spring having a little less ass. Again, who's 
gonna try it?) 
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Tom Andrews 
2 Wildwood Circle 


Jonathan Sabbin 
615 South Blvd. 


Nikki Eallard 
1006 Robert 


Jonn RK. Bane 
356 Harrell Dr. 
9426 Curran Rd. 


Boulder CO 30303 


Stratford CT 06497 


Bloomingburg NY 12721 


(312) 866-8154 
Evanston IL 60202 


(517) 772-5793 
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858 


Spartanbergz SC 29302 
Silver Spring MD 20901 


Paul Baumann (a.k.a. Sternpersonn) 


y20 Elmwood 


Mike Hentley 
601 S. Busey Ave 


Mike Blake 
2125 W. Homer St. 


Choris Cloutier 
735 Seventn St. 


Bill Colsner 
Nichelle Colsher 
4328 Nutmeg Ln. Apt 111 


Paul R. Coltren KA7AUM 
2526 W. Calle Morado 


“ike Cooper 
11950 NE 2nd Ave #116 


Dave Corner 
o757 N. Sheridan Rd. 


Dr, Joe DeBolt 
Sociology Department 
Central Micnigan Univ. 


James DeLongore 
RK 1 box 113 
1068 wasntenaw NE 


Thomas Devlin 
1860 Rocnester 


Al Duester 

1604 Ottawa Beach Rd. 

or PO Box 192 

Jim Dunn 

50-652 Whitney Ridge Road 


Jeff Duntemann ABIMCY 
Carol Duntemann WD9GLG 
5203 \N. Campoell Ave, 


Alex Ellingsen 
601 S. Busey 


Didi Ellingsen 
2091 W. Estes 


Mark Evans 

$5 Arcadia Ave. 
George Ewing WA8WTE 
Box 592 


Lance J. Ferraro 
1218 Oak St. 


Gus Flassig 
Kathy Echterling Flassig 
6757 Nortn Sheridan Rd. 


Phil Foglio 
7660 North Sheridan Rd. 


Jeff Ford 
1244 S$. 19th St. 


Mike J. Forer Jr. 
3103 North Marian Road 


Evanston IL 60202 


(217) 344-4901 
Urbana IL 61801 


(312) 486-3216 
Chicago IL 606 
Laurium MI 49913 
(312) 964 1168 
Lisle IL 60532 


Tuscon AZ 85705 


(305) 752-4429 
N. Miami FL 33161 


(312) 338 6173 
Chicago IL 60626 


Mt. Pleasant “MI 48359 


Chassell MI 49916 
Grand Rapids MI 49505 


Royal Oak MI 48073 
(616) 335-9456 
Holland MI 49423 
Houghton MI 49931 
(716) 223-0317 
Fairport NY 


(312) 764-5059 


Chieago IL 60659 


(217) 344-4901 
Urbana IL 61801 


743-6669 
o IL 60645 


pwr 
oy 


Obdetz OH 43207 


(516) 627-6587 


Cneooyzan MI 49721 


Kalamazoo MI 490083 
(312) 262-0559 


Chicago IL 60526 


Daniel 6. Fox 
PO Sox 443 


Richard C, Fox 
45375 Fox Lane East #208 


Jann Frank 
7519 Cody Apt 6 


Jim Fuerstenbderg 
624 flder Lane 


Charles Galway 
2246 Windsor St. 


Gordon Gard 
505 N. Rock Rd. #909 


Barry Genn 


Dept. of Biochemistry, MSU 


Kenneth Goltz 
2861 S. 33rd. St. 


David Good 
5120 Grand Ave. #10 


Bob Halloran 
21 Kerry Drive 


Jamie E. danrahan 
4406 Menlo #8 


Ed kanley 
B0x 437 


Miki Herman 
PO Box 6569 


Jim Hess 
3000 Micway Dr. 


Eill Yiazins 


474U4 Hill Trail Dr. 413 


Cathy Hudson 
115 Quincy Street #1 


' Mark Hyde 


4215 Pembrook St. 


Alice Insley 
Angel Inslev 
2425 W. Wilson 


Steve Johnson 
405 £. 13th Ave. Ant B 


Todd Johnson 
Box 192 


Clyde R. Jones 
Box 1099 


Sherry Katz 
2705 Berwyn 


Victor Koman 
PO Box 94 


Bill Leininger 
15 S. Maple Lane 


David Levine 
4210 N. Farwell Avenue 


David A. Levine 
306 Clark Street 


James A. Lisowski 
902 Willow La. 


Marcy Lyn 
e/o History Dept SIU 


Mike Manaffey 
2365 Xenny Circle 


Roxanne Meida 
520 Sheldon Avenue 
2220 Buckingnan 


“Marco Mendez 
3744 MN. Soutmport 


Bloomington IN 47401 


Utica MI 48087 


Shawnee KS 66214 


(312) 446-9120 
Winnetka IL 509093 
Salt Lake City UT 84106 


(316) 685-9436 
Wichita KS 67206 


(517) 353-8844 
E. Lansing MI 48824 


Milwaukee WI 53215 


Glendale AZ 85301 


(201) 264-3162 
Hazlet NJ 9277390 


Universal City CA 31605 


Ceaar Ranids IA 52495 


(212) 355-7619 
Lisle IL 60532 


(906) 482-3873 
Hancock MI 49930 
Kalamazoo MI 49008 
(312) 334-3216 
Chicago IL 60625 


(614) 294-0581 
Columbus CH 43201 


(906) 482-5517 
Houghton MI 49931 


(312) 244-3875 
Waukegan IL 50085 


(312) 378-4034 
Chicago IL 60625 
Long Beach CA 90801 


(312) 398-7742 
Prospect Heights IL 60070 


(414) 962-4719 
Shorewood wI 53211 


( 


312) 328-7994 
av 


anston IL 60201 
S. Milawukee WI 53172 
Carbondale IL 


(915) 9698-9678 
Abilene TX 793606 


Housnton “I 49931 (sehl) 
Eirmingnam “I 46008 (hr 
(312) 472-9213 

Gateago IL 606173 


Millis 
fiona Drive #4 
Morningstar 
Lakeview 


Thomas Nelson 
430 w. Gorhan #1 
Mike O'Brien WPOMJV/E 
Sarah Snaw 

4052 1/4 Grand View Blvd 


Michael Okuda 
3069 Hiehie St. 


Ellen Olsen 
bolton 


Jane 
1699 


Robert Osband 
GPO Box 1241 


Cnuck Ott 

2439 Logan Blvd. Apt 2x 
Palmer 
74th St. 


Nancy R. 


5950 Sw Apt 


David Powell 


637% Christland Hill kd. SE 
Neil Preston WB®DQW 

7024 bales 

Doug Price 

7660 N. Sheridan Road #1 


Tullio Proni 
530 west Walnut 


Jim Ransom 
3101 Beau Jardin #305 


Steve Reubart 
2100 N. Halsted St. 
Stu Robertson 

Box 27 


Kurt Sakaeda 
4933 N. Ridgeway 


Michael Sestak 
#9 Portofino Strip #103 


Kenee Sieber 
530 west Walnut 


Dick Smith 
1719 Forest Cove #103 


Rod Smith 
$22 Belvoir Drive 


Martna Soukup 
1565 West Birenwood Avenue 


John Stanley 
607 9tn St. S. #2 


Frank Stodolka 
Box 456 


Donna Struwe 
2545 West Winona 


Linda Struwe 

2545 W. Winona 
1202 wardell Hall, URH 
Keith Thorne 
Physics Dept./Univ. of Ill. 
Jeff Tolliver 

305A E. 19th Ave. 


Greg Tomensky 
Rt 3 #74 Bonnie Vale Park 


Bob Trembley 
2801 Circle Dr. 
211 Haneock St. 


Columbus OH 43224 


Ann Arpor MI 48103 


Madison wl 


(213) 390-3049 


Los Angeles CA 99056 


Honolulu HI 96&22 


(313) 624-6316 
Walled Lake MI 48088 


(212) 569-5459 
New York NY 170001 


(312) 286-5799 
Chicago IL 60647 


Miami FL 33143 


Tnornville OH 43076 


Kansas City MO 64132 


(312) 465-0312 
Chicago IL 60626 


(616) 342-4967 
Kalamazoo MI 49007 
Lansing MI 48910 
(312) 327-6618 


Cnicago IL 


Linthicum “4D. 21090 


(312) KE9-0910 
Cnicago IL 60625 
Houston TX 77058 


(616) 342-4067 
Kalamazoo MI 49007 


Mt. Prospect IL 60056 


Frankfort KY 40601 


(312) 321-8020 
Chicago IL 60626 


(612) 339-7728 


Minneapolis MN 55404 


(612) 377-721& 


Minneapolis MN 55440 


(312) 275-3428 
Chicago IL 60625 


(312) 275-3428 


Chicago IL 60625 (home) 
Csehl) 


Urbana IL 61801 


Urbana IL 61801 


(614) 
Columbus 0H 


294-6195 
43201 


(715) £34-7168 


Eu Claire WI 54701 
Flint MI (home 
Hancock MI 49930 (s 


) 
ehl) 


Douz Van Dorn (312) @23-6714 
Gretchen Duntemann 
307 west St. Ant D Elmhurst IL 6012¢ 
Barry waitsman (3412) 761-2684 
1546 w. Lunt Chicago IL 609626 
Lanny waitsman 
6626 N. wayne Chicago IL 606206 
Michael westvig 
208 Via Colorin Palos Verdes Ests. CA 90274 
John Woodford 
22é@ Cool House, Bradley Hall Madison wi $3706 
4129 N. Prospect Snorewood Wl 53211 
Ben Zuhl (212) 465 0312 
7660 North Sheridan ka. Cnicago IL 60626 
APP 
ase 


ZAPS 
FROM THE BACKWOoODS 


BE GEORGE EWING 


The French Atlantic Affair, by 


rnest Lehman 


Absolute must! it’s all about «@ bunen of 
unemployed techies who mastermind the hijacking of 
an ocean liner, and how they are foiled ty 
WOVC/MM2 who has an Atlas 210X in his suitease an 


WOLS who is 3 
horny novelist on 

Lois Lane tyne in 
and computer tech is 


blows the whistle, and two writers; 
screenwriter in LA and a fat, 
shipboard, not to mention a 
Paris. All the hamming 

nandled impeccably; one typo on the exact ten 
meter phone band edge. The thing is rauneny as 
hell. I counted eighteen quote bulging crotones 
unaquote. It is also incredibly violent. The good 
guys slaughter 174 people in e2 lifeboat witr 
hideously painful neurotoxins, and 

damsel-in-distress carves = terrorist captor 
little twitching, squirting pieces of flesh w 
washroom mirror. Read it. You'll  laust 
cheer; youl puke; vou'll smile. You'll wish 
written it and gotten @ fortune in movie rights 


Tne other night, as I sat listtening to the 
pipsquawkers on 10 meters beginninz to drop out 
and contemplating a hefty minus 37 Farenheit on 
the airlock door thermometer, strange things began 
flickering before my eyes on the tude: 4 mile-lons 
conestoga wagon with jlaser turrets? Commander 


Adama-12 with a chrome steel sixgun, stetson, and 
Welch 


extragalactical Dog food? 
rhinestone cowgirl outfit 
the SMONDS? 
going on? 


Kaquel 
Singing E 


Holy feldercarp! 


what the 


Cattiestar Galactice (!) is what, and 
long I was gihhling and rolling about lik 
Spaceoline user at Marsport Hilda's. It was 
Donny and Marie Osmond Hour, and I found e 
wishing for a Fannish Parody special Hu 
category. Apparently, even the Mormon Empire 
finds the "Lost Thirteen Tribes" schtick funny, 
funnier mavbe than the rest of the ponulation. % 
was a slick, Hollywood musical parody, totally 
outclassing anything I had ever seen, includinz 
the excellent 2001:A Space Qpera at the '74 Diseon 


or such videotic delignts as Gonad the Barbarian 
Vs Ine Kitchen Magician. 

The plot was a classic Western Farody about 
two Amazon cowgirls from the planet Moo trying to 


hijack a supply of zgenetically- 
alpha-falpha (sorry, Cordwainer). Tne 

pneumocephailic seience was just rignt, with 
airlock hatteches and inertialess left turns 
Squealing tires in plain vacuum abounding. 

though this wasn't enougn, tne same snow had 
other great skits, a NASA/JPL mission to loox 
evidence of life on the surface of Canada, and 
Eric Von Rinoffigan expose on Ancient Astronaut 
plumbing! the Great Gla 
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IT MAY OR MAY NOT 
COME IN THE MAIL 


“THOUGHTS ON PARTS 


[I heard something tne other day waien is worth 
jabtehning out for. Some of these ever-oresent 
miecroswitechnes sold on tne surolus market are 
treated at manufacture witn a silicone 
moistureproofing azent. Tne manufacturer's specs 
on those switenes olainly states that tnese 
switches are for use with AC currents only. wnvy? 
DC current tends to eleatrolyze the silicone 
substance and deposit a coating of--g00d grief-- 
silicon dioxiae on the switch contacts. Silicon 
dioxide is not known to 028 a good conductor. 
Naturally, surolus dealers either don't know or 


don't care about this caveat. If vou use 
nioroswitohes for anvthing, wateh out. for switenh 
failures. Tnen buy your replacements somewhere 
else. 


watch out for sales tax. Ordering by mail is 
a good way to keep from feeding the bdeaurocratic 
Dis. Considering most minimum orders, postaze on 
small parts shipments is almost alwavs less than 
sales tax. Buy out of state wnen you can. Buying 
2 £1709 comouter from a computer store in New York 
State (7%) will nit you for $120!! 


Suppose you're young, ooverty-stricKken, 
unemploved, and still want to latch hold of some 
carts for tinkering. Tne easiest, cheapest way? 
Sarbdaze-oick! . 


Don't sneer; it's how I got my start, and ny 

junkoox is equalled by none. Next garbage day, 

a spin up and down a few side streets. Sven 

aoney you'll find one or two old TV's, at least 

one radio, and sometning else fitting into the 

niscellanv category. Heave them into the trunk, 
and there you are. 


what can you zet from old TV's? Admittedly, 
muen as you used to. TV tubes are almost 
nouse=nundered, out TY transistors virtually 
are. And ny TV subsystems are dedicated 
Face it, a chroma subcarrisr IC 
a@ chroma subcarrier IC, and 


mtr 


13 Howaver, TV @circuit boards nave 
1 of good dipped capacitors, disks, and quite 
ew potentiometers, if vou can get to then 
era mola starts growing on the carbon. Plus, 
Tv's nave at least one speaker, and sometimes 
s good speaker. 
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ct bee 
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All TV's contain a couple of sounds of copper 
in tne deflection yoke and possibly the power 
transformer. Power transformers aren't zood for 
"much these days, since by power they mean 500 


‘ils eb 89 volte. If you disintegrate old TV's 
on anv resular basis, start a copoer bin and gouge 
tae stuff out of the yokes and old transformers. 
Be i of the stuff may get vou ten or twelve 
a serap dealer, depending on the price 
ana the honesty of the scrap dealer. 

work but what tne nell--it's free. 


Co enough garbage picking and vou tend to find 
damndest things. I found a solid sterling 
candelabra in 3 garndage can tnree streets 
It still sits on my mother's bookcase, 
and holding up three candles. Otner "hits" 
a diathermy macnine (bizarre!) and a P2X 
% Do it long enoush and vou're liable 
just about anytnins. 


Tnose wno are too inpatient to hunt week after 
week for their zoodies, or those who hate to pick 
leftover soaghnetti out of old TV chassis, av 
Suggestion is: advertise! Put an ad in the 
ensapest loeal ad-saper you can find, and then sit 
by tne onone with a big niece of paper. I filled 


a basement twice usinz this method, and in anv 
sizable town your sucply is virtually 
inexhaustible. Just ask for odroken radios and TVs 
for experimentation doy electronics de Make 
it plain vou're not i but als ak slain 
Vour tL pie Le Ga. n your om face 
and ceoole will r aith sit xing 
it ail dowa 3 carts an is 3 
lot Of work, but you can't peat the Om 'D 
be proud; serounde! 
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QUARKS 


Greg Tomensky tells us that Atte 
alias CouleeCcon II, will take place i 
wisconsin, alias God's Country, the we 
Oeb. 26-26. They tried to gat God as ¢ 
was doing Feno that weekend and they had to. make 
a0 with A. f. Van Vozt. For ‘nore information 
contact Greg. 


on IV, 


Cathy dudson and Caotain A went dumostering 
in back of the Michigan Tech ROTC building, wo:re 
Cathy is learning now to steer battleships, etc. 
pee seems the Navy was closing down their 
recruiting station and was pitening all kinds of 
neat stuff like oerets ana oraids and small arms 
handbooks and military formulae for things like 
plastique...next con should oe dynamite, nvyuk nvuk 
ayuk. Thev nung around too long and when tne ROTC 
ooys left for lunch, wnat did thev see but their 
own sweet cadette Hudson, feet-un in a dump bin. 
The ROTC underclassman roast was the next dav. 
Cathy still fans her delicate hindquarters... 


Cathy also writes that her folks are ouilding 
a nouse and are considering "wiring" it with fiber 
optics cable before putting the walls up, Dut thev 
are at a loss for a2 yood acoplication for the 
conduits. Anybody who nas any ideas get in touch 
with her. 


Tne address labels on vour Pyros. are not 
oroduced locally to ne; 50d Halloran runs tnem in 
New Jersey. So, the quickest way to get vour new 
addresses on the labels is to send a card to pothn 
Bob and me. If you tell only me it'll get onto 
the labels, but it might take awhile. 


Bob is also the wizard responsible for those 
marvelous GT ID baages. They are a Diten to make, 
so once you get one, guard it with your life. 
They can te had from Bob for two ducks, dut be 
patient; they can take awhile. 


By now, as you know, we're in Rochester NY, 
and by the time you read this we'll be moving into 
our nice new house on Susquehanna Road. We've got 
almost half an acre on a street with no 
streetlights, a real woodburning fireplace and a 
big old-fashioned walkup attic. Soon there will 
be radio antennas, a permanent telescope pier, 
lots and lots of flowers and a vegetable garden. 
Come celebrate with us and share a real Berserker 
Weekend June 15, 16, and 17! We realize it's a 
long way, and we won't be upset with anyone for 
not coming, but our doors will be open. Come _ see 
us! 


Another late note--I went out and put down 
$2300 for a Compucolor II machine last week. 
Awesome, I bought the "loaded" version with 32K 
and super-deluxe graphics keyboard, but 
considering what you get stock for $1495 (integral 
floppy and 75Mhz color monitor) it's probably more 
computer for your buck than you'll get anywhere 
else. Strongly recommended. More about it next 
issue. 
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JFET Pierce Crystal Orciliator 


Take the New York 
Thruway to Exit 
46, This is US 
15, alias West 
Henrietta Road. 


Go north about 8 
miles to Westfall 
Road. Go east 
(Pignt turn) 3 
miles to Roosevelt 


Be y a side 
street. The third 
intersection on 
the left is 
Susquenanna, and 


we are the second 
house from the 
corner! 
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